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Powering AMF sustainability through certification – a key tool 
for compliance in regulatory & voluntary frameworks

FuelEU Maritime 

▪ Builds on certification of fuels as per EU RED, i.e., 

under approved certification schemes such as ISCC
▪ Fuels not certified accordingly are considered to have 

the same emission factors as the least favourable 

fossil fuel pathway for the type of fuel in question

EU ETS

▪ Combustion of biofuels compliant with the EU RED 

criteria are rated with an emission factor of zero

▪ Compliance with EU RED criteria is shown via 
certification under approved schemes such as ISCC

IMO LCA Guidelines

▪ The LCA Guidelines specify that the fuel lifecycle 

label (FLL) ‘needs to be verified and certified by 
a third party’

▪ Both LCA/GHG Methodology and Sustainability 

Criteria/Themes are envisioned

▪ Certification schemes/standard are envisaged 

by IMO
▪ The certification “ecosystem” is in line with the 

existing ones under other regulatory frameworks, 

e.g. EU RED, ICAO CORSIA
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Powering AMF sustainability through certification – a key tool 
for compliance in regulatory & voluntary frameworks

▪ The SBTi has become an industry-leading platform for corporate 

climate actions – currently 10,000+ business with targets and 

commitments

▪ Under SBTi, sustainability certification is largerly envisioned:

o In the 2023 version of the SBTi Setting for Maritime Sector*, 

biofuels are envisioned as a key-lever to decrease GHG 

emissions

o In the 2025 version of the SBTi Corporate Net-Zero 
Standard** (under consultation) “Companies using or 

producing biofuels for transport should support their bioenergy 

GHG accounting with recognized biofuels certification” is 

recommended

*Link here

**Link here

https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/files/SBTi-Maritime-Guidance.pdf
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/files/Net-Zero-Standard-v2-Consultation-Draft.pdf


5© ISCC System GmbH: For personal use only. Reproduction and distribution is prohibited.

Source: OFFSHORE ENERGY, May 1st2025

More and more companies decides to trust and certify their fuels 
under ISCC

Source: OFFSHORE ENERGY, Feb 12th 2025

Source: QUANTUM, Feb 18th 2025

Source: FUEL CELL WORKS, Apr 4th 2025

Source: MANIFOLD TIMES, Feb 13th 2025
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ISCC EU ISCC PLUS

▪ Officially recognized by the EU 

COM

▪ Compliance with EU RED 

sustainability criteria and GHG 

savings

▪ ISCC EU certified AMF can be 

claimed under EU ETS, FuelEU 

Maritime

▪ Primarily focused on voluntary 

markets and some non-EU 

regulated markets

▪ Applicable to fuels, food, feed, 

industrial applications

▪ Often used for AMF claims in non-

regulated markets

ISCC’s primary certification systems for AMF 
Combined audits are possible

ISCC CFC*

▪ Comply with specific rules and 

requirements to guarantee the 

comparability and reproducibility 

of the PCF** results

▪ Applicable for value chains with or 

without non-conventional 

feedstock or raw material (bio, bio-

circular, circular and renewable 

feedstocks) –as a stand-alone 

module or as a supplement to 

ISCC PLUS

*CFC = Carbon Footprint Certification

**PCF = Product Carbon Footprint
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A large variety of already certifiable feedstock under ISCC can be 
used for the production of AMF

SugarcaneCorn

Agricultural 

feedstocks

UCOTall Oil

Waste and 

residues

Mixed Plastic 

Waste

End-of-life

tires

Non-bio 

feedstocks

Renewable 

electricity
PFADRapeseed

Products certified already as of today under ISCC serving/can serve as AMF

Biomethanol

BioLNG

Biodiesel

eLNG (RFNBOs)

eMethanol (RFNBOs)

Hydrogen (RFNBOs)

HVO

Ammonia
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EU COM officially recognised ISCC EU for the certification of 
RFNBOs* and RCFs**

RECOGNITION

▪ Official recognition in place as 

of 19th December 2024

▪ Already pre-recognized by 

Danish and German authorities

CERTIFICATES AND   

PILOT AUDITS

▪ Six certificates have been 

already issued and many 
others in the pipeline

▪ More than 20 pilot audits 

have been conducted

STAKEHOLDER 

ENGAGEMENT & TRAINING

▪ 150+ auditors trained in three 

ISCC RFNBOs Training

▪ +800 participants in RFNBOs 

events and TCs RFNBOs

*RFNBOs = Renewable Fuels of Non-Biological Origin

**RCFs = Recycled Carbon Fuels
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The supply chain shall be covered by certification – certification 

scopes reflect the operations of the economic operators
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▪ The System aims for both transparency and credibility for 

SAF claims:

▪ Defining clear rules around SAF sustainability, credit 

transfers and SAF claims

▪ Use of a secure digital registry for all SAF credit transfers 

and resulting claims

▪ ISCC currently exploring expansion of CTS into Marine 

markets

The ISCC Credit Transfer System
Built on strong collaboration and trusted partnerships with key stakeholders

▪ The ISCC Credit Transfer System connects certified physical SAF supply chains with the SAF claims by airlines and 

end-customers (i.e., Scope 1 and 3 claims)

▪ Together with key partner collaborations and agreements, ISCC is fostering growth and shaping the global voluntary 

market for aviation

▪ Functions as an extension of the current supply-chain certification system
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Targeting market challenges: The ISCC Proof of Compliance (PoC)

▪ ISCC, in collaboration with market leaders, developed the 

Proof of Compliance (PoC) framework to address gaps 

in document traceability at downstream level within 

EU regulations

oBuilt on existing PoS formats and processes, ensuring 
consistency

oClear auditing framework (Guidance Document and 

Audit Procedures in place) and an additional PoC Trader 

scope

oFurther recognized within the United Kingdom, Germany, 
and Italy

oMentioned in the recently published ESSF Report on 

Marine Fuels Certification*

▪ Many operators have successfully completed audits, 

adding the PoC Trader scope to their ISCC certification

*ESSF-SAPS “Report on Marine Fuels Certification Procedures to support implementation of FuelEU Maritime” (link)

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/document/download/1dd51746-c10e-4d87-a607-0494713cd416_en?filename=ESSF_SAPS_WS2_Report_on_Fuel_Certification-March_2025.pdf
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Certification of AMF: Key take-home messages

▪ Certification is a crucial tool to show compliance with regulatory (both regional 

an international) and voluntary frameworks

▪ ISCC consolidates its position as frontrunner in the certification of AMF from 

various bio and non-bio feedstocks

▪ The recent official recognition for RFNBOs & RCFs certification adds a further 
piece in the puzzle of certifiable fuels under ISCC (also relevant for the maritime 

sector)

▪ ISCC is committed to be recognized as Sustainability Fuel Certification Scheme 

(IMO SFCS) to provide a certification solutions to show compliance with IMO criteria

▪ ISCC actively supports operationalization of specific items in the supply chains 
(e.g. PoC)

▪ The regulatory landscape for AMF is showing increased complexity (not full 

alignment among different frameworks and certification standards)



Thank you!
ISCC System GmbH

Hohenzollernring 72, 50672 Cologne, Germany

www.iscc-system.org
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